
 

Weekly Rural Policing Update 11th November 2016 

The Police Crime Commissioner (PCC) Matthew Scott visited the Tactical Operations department at 

the Coldharbour police site this week. He was given a presentation and an overview of how we 

conduct our operations. He met many members of the unit and showed great interest in the work 

carried out by the department. He congratulated the officers for their hard work. 

Thanks to the NFU messaging system. Information was passed to contacts to look out for a two tone 

Suzuki Vitara which was believed to be involved in crime. Very quickly information on the vehicle’s 

location was relayed back to the Rural Liaison Team (RLT) who responded and found the vehicle. The 

vehicle was taken from a very upset owner. Whilst on site a further vehicle was spotted which was 

of interest to the police. This was also seized. 

 A man who unlawfully kept a valuable ring he discovered while metal-detecting has been ordered to 

pay £600 compensation to the landowner. The item found by Tony Portch, was a gold posy ring 

believed to date back to between the 15th and 17th centuries and estimated to be worth at least 

£1,200. He discovered the treasure on Sunday 21 February 2016 during an organised metal-

detecting event in Lydden, Dover, which had the permission of the landowner. But Portch failed to 

provide adequate details of the ring to the county’s heritage conservation team, and later sold it to a 

private dealer.  

Thanks to quick thinking owners of a stable in Ryarsh called the police reporting suspicious persons 

on their site. The police attended and a vehicle pursuit ensued. Three persons were arrested and are 

being interviewed by the police. 

The Gypsy Liaison Team (GLT) conducted a search at an address in the Gravesend area. A large sum 

of cash and mobile phones etc. was seized. Approximately £80,000 in what was believed to be 

forged bank notes was found. Two persons were arrested and are being investigated by the serious 

crime department. 

Following information coming to Kent police, a dynamic rapid entry was made to an address in the 

Thanet area. On entry all occupants were located and secured. A search was conducted of the 

premises and firearms and ammunition was found. It is believed that no licences were in place for 

these weapons. One person was arrested and an investigation is being conducted. 

The Rural Liaison Team took a report of an abandoned vehicle in Oare at Faversham where a 4x4 

was smashed up and had been left blocking the road. The vehicle was located. The number plates 

had been removed the vehicle was identified and the vehicle was recovered as it was suspected that 

the vehicle had been used to commit crime overnight and could possibly have been stolen from the 

current keeper. 

A member of the RLT noticed a suspicious person driving a car in Faversham. The vehicle was 

followed and an attempt was made to stop the vehicle on the A251. The driver did not comply with 

the request to stop and made off at speed with passenger in the vehicle. Many oncoming cars had to 

take avoiding actions so as not to cause a crash. The vehicle eventually lost control and crashed into 

a vegetable patch of a house. An amount of what was believed to be class A drugs was found and 

while eventually taking control of three persons all three persons were arrested. 



 

 

 

 

 

 


