
 

Weekly Rural Policing Update 

Information received from a farm near Lenham, reporting that fences and fields being damaged by 

poachers and coursers over the last 10 nights around the Warren Street area, advised we would be 

patrolling in the area on OP SALMON this coming weekend. 

BBC radio Kent requested to come out with us for a shift, to report on poaching issues and its impact 

on the local rural community. We instigated  Op Salmon (poaching operation) and focused our 

efforts around  the Throwley, Belmont estate rural of swale, that appears to have seen an increase in 

poaching offences, involving off road driving along with criminal damage and intimidation to local 

gamekeeper’s and farmers. Specials constables volunteered to assist the team. The RLT deployed to 

the area concerned and numerous vehicles were stopped during the course of the shift with officers 

trying to locate a white van that had been seen in the area shining lights into trees. The vehicle was 

located. On arrival a search was conducted in the vehicle and numerous dead pheasant carcasses 

were in the rear of the vehicle along with items of clothing and catapults around the surrounding 

area that had been discarded by 2 offenders who at first ran from the vehicle. Both males were 

interviewed at the scene with items seized and both were reported for night poaching offences and 

will be summonsed to court. 

Several media interviews have been recorded and gone to air. Op salmon was highlighted and all the 

team members had a mention in the report. Inspector Smith gave an overview of the problem with 

poaching. An interview was also aired on BBC South East news. 

An incident was reported by a farm owner near Stockbury of a car being driven across fields. The 

police responded were the vehicle was found. A bright torch was shone into the vision of the police 

driver. A collision resulted and 4 persons were arrested and needed hospital treatment. Serious 

damage to both vehicles was sustained. 

The RLT took part in a conference call with other forces concerned in rural crime. The forces were 

Northumbria, Dorset, North Wales, Hertfordshire, North Yorkshire, Wiltshire, Avon and Somerset. All 

these forces were updated as to the working practices of the Rural Task Force and they agreed we 

have a great set up in Kent. Many issues were raised and the rest of the country is suffering the 

same problems that we suffer. 

The Crime Rural Advisory Group held it’s meeting on Friday 4th November. This is group of rural 

stakeholders such as Country Landowners Association, NFU, National Gamekeepers organisation, 

Countryside Alliance, English Heritage and many others. The group is joined by officers from Kent 

Police and we focus on improving communication and intelligence contacts as well as having 

targeted input into operational planning. There were many issues discussed and problem areas 

highlighted. All members took note and will action those issues. 

A man from Folkestone appeared before Canterbury Magistrates’ Court on Tuesday 1st November 

2016. He pleaded guilty to 2 fly tipping offences contrary to Section 33 of the Environmental 

Protection Act 1990 in respect of waste deposited in Thanet Gardens in Folkestone on the 17/02/16 

and the 15/04/16. He was ordered to pay total costs of £533 at a rate of £10 per fortnight. In 

addition he was given an electronically monitored curfew at his home address.  

 

  



 

 

 


