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Pluckley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of Pluckley Parish Council held on 

Monday 14 January 2008, 

at 8pm, in Pluckley Village Hall 

Present: Andrew Buchanan (chairman) Jackie Allen, Nick McAnally, Ann Murray, Nicholas Packham, Mike 
Whatman, Andrew Wickham. 
Members of the public: Christine Read 
Clerk to the Council: Jackie Grebby 
[Items of correspondence received during the past month and not tabled for discussion were circulated 
during the meeting.] 
 

1 Apologies for absence: Apologies were accepted from: James Ashby who had work commitments ï 
proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Ann Murray. Apologies were also noted from ABC Cllr Clair Bell 

2 Declarations of interests on items on the agenda: 

a) Jackie Allen declared a personal, but not prejudicial interest, in item 6b as she belonged to the 
same club as the applicant. She would keep an open mind when considering the matter 

b) Andrew Wickham declared a personal and prejudicial interest, in item 6b as the applicant was his 
accountant. He would leave the room during the discussion. 

c) Nick McAnally declared a personal and prejudicial interest, in item 6c as his business could be 
associated via the applicantôs architect. He would leave the room during the discussion. 

3 The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10 December 2007 were approved and signed as correct. 
Proposed J Allen, seconded M Whatman).  

4 Reports on matters arising from the minutes. 

a) Report on recreation ground storage from Ann Murray. There was nothing currently happening. A 
new application has to be made for grant funding. An amendment to the plans is required to 
accommodate a BBQ trailer if purchased. This will be considered by the R & A Committee. 

b) Replacement waste bins. Nothing to report ï it was hoped that ABC would install shortly. 

5 Questions from Councillors.  

a) The chairman asked if the clerk had received notification as to whether there would be a by-
election for the casual vacancy incurred by the resignation of Mr Ian Mills. The clerk replied that 
she had received verbal confirmation that there would not be an election. It was therefore placed 
upon the council to co-opt someone. It was agreed that the clerk would produce a flyer for the 
parish magazine and advertise around the parish. The matter would be considered further at the 
February meeting. 

b) The chairman asked members to note he had heard that funding had been put in place by British 
Rail for a platform extension during 2009. It was suggested that this would improve travel times 
to London and would therefore make Pluckley a more attractive location if it were to have the 
same service as was currently at Headcorn. Confirmation was still to be received, but if it went 
ahead then it would be essential for suitable land to be found to provide extra parking. It was 
agreed that the clerk would send letters to British Rail, etc. requesting confirmation. 

6 The following planning applications were considered:  

a) 07/02212/AS The Shaw, Bethersden Road: Balustrade onto existing flat roof. After a brief 
discussion it was resolved to support the application. Proposed N McAnally, seconded J Allen. 

b) 07/02252/AS Garden House, Swan Lane: Additional garage and workshop. After a brief 
discussion it was resolved that the parish council make no comment. Proposed J Allen, 
seconded N McAnally. (Mr Wickham left the room during the discussion) 

c) 07/02323/AS Lower Thorne Barn, Smarden Road: Extension of existing annex to link to main 
barn. After some discussion it was resolved not to support the application on the grounds that the 
previous permission for conversion was for holiday accommodation and that if it were to be 
incorporated into the main dwelling it would require a change of use permission. In addition it 
was felt that to amalgamate the two building would detract from the inherent look of two separate 
barns. Proposed A Murray, seconded M Whatman.  (Mr McAnally left the room during the 
discussion) 
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7 Finance:  

a) The accounts for payment as presented by the clerk were approved for payment. Proposed M 
Whatman, seconded A Murray 

Cheque No Supplier Details Amount  

BACS BT Clerk's telephone £79.03  

43 Bison Day-glo paper  £59.62 * 

44 Jackie Grebby Salary less tax £525.83  

44 Jackie Grebby agreed expenses for month £8.00  

45 Inland Revenue Tax & NIC £138.83  

46 David Heasman Street cleaning £75.60  

47 Viking-direct stationery £224.48  

48 Cyril Hoad Notice board cleaning £25.20  

49 Jenny Johns Recreation ground £25.20   

   £1,161.79  

Village Hall    

BACS BT Telephone 37.49  

37 Sue Exell Village Hall £100.80  

38 Initial Textiles Hygiene & Mat £37.42  

 Viking-Direct cleaning products & warning tape  ** 

39 PRS Music Licence £43.48  

40 Funtasia Design Play mats £258.50 *** 

   £440.20  

Petty Cash    

 postage  £7.06  

 travel  £35.00  

  heating   £60.00   

   £102.06  

* earlier cheque not presented - lost   

** included in above invoice   

*** this completes donations to Babies2Toddlers from donated funds  

b) A report from the clerk regarding revisions to Financial Regulations was considered and it was 
proposed by J Allen, seconded N Packham, that paragraph 6.1 be amended to read: ñAll 
payments shall be effected by cheque, BACS, debit card, or other order drawn on the councilôs 
bankers.ò And paragraph 6.4 be amended to read: ñsuch invoices may be settled immediately by 
whatever method is most appropriate, provided that a list of such payments shall be submitted to 
the next appropriate council meeting.ò Carried unanimously and thereby resolved. 

8 Report from ABC Cllr Clair Bell. No report, Mrs Bell having sent her apologies. 

9 Reports from representatives:  

a) Ashford LDF: Ann Murray gave a presentation on the point system for village importance with 
regard to the LDF and rural growth. These were noted. 

b) Parish Plan. This was included in Miss Murrayôs LDF presentation. 

c) Wealden Wheels: This has been presented with the best Overall Project from Leader +  

d) Sports Pavilion: Mr Davies reported that they are half way to raising the £2,000 needed for the 
final details required to meet building regulations requirements and are hopeful of completing 
both the fund raising and fund spending in time for a spring opening of the new pavilion. 

10 To consider the following items of correspondence. 

a) The following items of planning were noted:  

i) 07/02069/AS 12 Shipland Houses: change of flat roof to pitched. ABC permission granted 

ii) 07/02174/AS Station Garage. Letters from Station Garage 

b) CPRE Climate changing conference 1 February 2008, 9:30 to 16:30 County Hall. Noted 

c) Invitation from Lord Lieutenant of Kent to Chairman for Tuesday 4 March, 11am. It was regretted 
that the chairman, nor any other members was able to attend. The clerk would write accordingly. 
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d) Kent Air Ambulance Application for grant. It was resolved not to grant the application, there being 
no funds available. 

e) Housing. The clerk advised that ABC had sent out their list of improvements to council houses. 
This was confidential, but any member wishing to view the documents should contact the clerk. 

 [Other items of correspondence for general interest were circulated during the meeting] 

11 Recent actions taken on behalf of the council by the clerk and report from the clerk regarding other 
items needing attention: The clerk gave a brief verbal report and asked members to note that the 
police were now providing a mobile police station at least every other month in the village. She had 
contacted ABC Environmental Health following complaints about an odorous ditch in Station Road ï 
this was being attended to. Another TV company had made contact. They were wishing to film in the 
village for their programme óLiving with the Deadô and were seeking private homes where they could 
introduce a medium. The clerk had been unable to help. 

12 It was agreed that the next Parish Council Surgery would be held on Saturday 26 January, 9:30 to 
10:30 in the village hall committee room. Andrew Buchanan would attend. 

13 Requests for items to be placed on the next agenda.  

14 The date of next meeting: Full Council: Monday 11 January 2008, 8pm in Pluckley Village Hall was 
agreed. Ann Murray presented her apologies as she would be on holiday.   

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:31pm. 
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Pluckley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of Pluckley Parish Council held on 

Monday 11 February 2008, at 8pm, in Pluckley Village Hall 

Present: Andrew Buchanan (chairman) Jackie Allen, Nick McAnally, Nicholas Packham, Mike Whatman. 
Members of the public: Chris Clark, Martin Newman, Ian Mills, ABC Cllr Clair Bell 
Clerk to the Council: Jackie Grebby 
[Items of correspondence received during the past month and not tabled for discussion were circulated 
during the meeting.] 

1 Apologies for absence: Apologies were accepted from Ann Murray (on holiday), and Andrew Wickham 
(business meeting)  Proposed Jackie Allen, seconded Mike Whatman. 

2 Declarations of interests on items on the agenda and update of membersô interests: None 

3 Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 14 January 2008 were approved and signed as correct: 
proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Nick McAnally 

4 Reports on matters arising from the minutes. 

a) Replacement waste bins for recreation ground. The clerk reported that she was still waiting to 
hear from ABC. 

5 To consider and approve the co-option of an additional member to the parish council to fill the 
casual vacancy that arose from the resignation of Mr Ian Mills.  

a) Proposal ñThat in view of the special and confidential nature of this business, it is advisable in the 
public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.ò 
[Standing Order 30.1 also note  SO 15 & 22.1] Carried and the public were requested to retire to 
the committee room during the ensuing debate. 

b) There followed a discussion regarding the applicants: Chris Clark, Martin Newman, Ray Reese, 
and Lainey Tibbs, followed by a voting procedure as laid down by the Local Government Act 
1972, Sch 12, para 39. Mr Martin Newman was duly co-opted onto the parish council, his 
appointment taking place as from the March full council meeting. 

6 Questions from Councillors. None had been received 

7 Planning applications: none received. 

8 Finance:  

a) The following accounts for payment as presented by the clerk were approved for payment. 
Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Jackie Allen. 

Chq no    

50 KCC Landscapes Recreation ground £488.80 * 

51 Jackie Grebby Salary less tax & NIC £525.82  

51 Jackie Grebby agreed expenses for month £8.00  

52 Inland Revenue Tax & NIC £138.84  

53 David Heasman Street cleaning £94.50  

54 Cyril Hoad Notice board cleaning £31.50  

55 Jenny Johns Rec cleaning £31.50  

56 South East Water Recreation ground £108.92 ** 

57 Viking-direct paper plus literature holders £103.01 £939.08 

Village Hall    

41 Sue Exell Village Hall £100.80  

42 initial  £37.42  

43 South East Water  £37.50  

 Viking-direct literature holders noted above  £175.72 

Petty 

cash 

Extra heating  £50.00  

postage  £10.58  

 travel & parking  £48.48  

 Padlock  Recreation ground £8.17  

 Timpson spare keys for padlock  £35.00  

 Smart Stamp  £49.99 £202.22 

* Approved for payment by R & A Committee. 50% refunded by Pluckley School 

** Extra cost reflects period when vandals turned the tap on and left it running 
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9 Report from ABC Cllr Clair Bell: Mrs Bell reported that ABCôs tranche of the 2008/9 council tax would 
be increased by 4.75%, and is still likely to be the lowest in Kent. They are not looking to cut any 
services even though the Government Revenue Support Grant, which covers 60% of council 
expenditure is only going up by 1%.  

10 Report on the Brickworks Public Inquiry: following a meeting on Saturday 9 February, the draft 
statements would be ready for sending to the Planning Inspectorate by the end of the week. The clerk 
would continue to have meetings with members to tie up any loose ends. It was unanimously agreed 
that the documents would be sent via DHL. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Nick McAnally.  

11 Report on the 2008 Hog Fair. Mike Whatman reported that this was well in hand and warned members 
that they should reserve 4 and 6 July to setting up and clearing up operations as well as helping 
during the event (Saturday 5 July). 

12 R&A Committee. The minutes of 28 January meeting were noted and the actions therein approved. 
The clerk was thanked for arranging insurance cover for the Sports Pavilion. 

13 Reports from representatives: 

a) Parish Plan: in the absence of Ann Murray the clerk reported that the questionnaire would shortly 
be published. 

b) Wealden Wheels: there was nothing further to report.  

c) Sports Pavilion: The Sports Association had applied to KCC for a £1,000 grant to help with the 
final building costs. The cricket club had also promised to donate £1,000 to cover the deficit.  

d) Pluckley Railway Station: there was nothing further to report. 

14 Annual village clean-up: It was agreed that the joint clean-up day would be Saturday 29 March, from 
10am. The clerk would arrange the usual supplies and contact Little Chart and Egerton PCs advising 
of the date. Final arrangements would be made at the March meeting. 

15 Annual parish report, printing, and distribution, and date for the annual parish meeting: the clerk 
advised that the Annual Parish Meeting must be held some time between 1 March and 1 June 
inclusive. This was a legal requirement. After some debate, it was resolved that the Annual Parish 
Meeting should be held on Friday 16 May, 8pm in Pluckley Village Hall. It was further agreed that 
the annual report would be distributed at least three weeks prior to this date. Members and residents 
agreed to write the following reports as soon as possible, emailing them to the clerk for editing: 

a) Andrew Buchanan: Chairmanôs report 

b) Jackie Allen: Brickworks 

c) Mike Whatman: Village Hall 

d) Clerk: recycling 

e) Nick Packham: road safety, bonfires 

f) Chris Clark: housing 

g) Alan Davies: sports pavilion, Wealden Wheels 

h) Martin Newman: footpaths 

16 The following items of correspondence were considered. 

a) Planning:  

i) 07/02174/AS Station Garage. Demolition of existing garage and erection of 7 x 2 bedroom 
dwellings: ABC Permission refused Noted 

ii) 07/00973 Belmont, Smarden Road. Conversion of existing garage to kitchen & erection of 
new detached triple garage with storage. ABC permission granted Noted 

iii) 07/01985/AS South Garth, Station Road. Replacement timber double garage. ABC 
permission granted Noted 

iv) EN/07/00167 Thorne Manor, Smarden Road. Appeal against enforcement order. Noted 

b) Kent Village of the Year 2008: it was agreed not to enter this year 

c) Rural Community Retailer of 2008: Noted 

d) KCC draft permit scheme: Noted 

e) Consultation on orders and regulations relation to the conduct of local authority members in 
England. Noted 

f) Sight & Sound Security Solutions Noted 

 [Other items of correspondence for general interest will be circulated during the meeting] 
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17 Clerkôs report:   

a) Sports Pavilion ï following the advice that this would be shortly completed, the clerk had taken 
out buildings insurance with Allianze for the remainder of the year. The additional premium was 
£180.19.  

b) Housing committee. Richard Hall had requested a meeting with members of the committee 
preferably during March. This would be arranged. 

c) Police: the clerk was having regular meetings with the community police officer, who would try 
and attend council meetings when ever possible. 

d) Planning: a complaint had been received regarding newly installed lights at Sucklifts yard on 
Pivington Estate ï the clerk had forwarded this to ABC. 

e) Highways: complaints regarding blocked gullies in Egerton Road had been reported to Highways 
who were dealing with the matter. They were also investigating the dangerous corner at the 
junction of Prebbles Hill with Egerton Road. 

18 Next PC Surgery: this will be held on Saturday 23 February 9:30 to 10:30am and Messrs McAnally and 
Whatman would attend with the clerk. 

19 Requests for items to be placed on the next agenda: none 

20 Date of next meeting: Full Council: Monday 10 March 2008, 8pm in Pluckley Village Hall.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:24pm 
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Pluckley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of Pluckley Parish Council held on 

Monday 10 March 2008, at 8pm, in Pluckley Village Hall 

Present: Andrew Buchanan (chairman) Jackie Allen, Martin Newman, Ann Murray, Mike Whatman, 
Andrew Wickham. 
Members of the public: Chris Clark, Ian Mills, Mr & Mrs Washer, ABC Cllr Clair Bell 
Clerk to the Council: Jackie Grebby 
[Items of correspondence received during the past month and not tabled for discussion were circulated 
during the meeting.] 

1 Apologies for absence: There were no apologies received 

2 Declarations of interests on items on the agenda and update of membersô interests: The clerk reported 
that she had received Mr Newmanôs Acceptance of Office and Declaration to Abide by the Code of 
Conduct together with his Declaration of Interest. Mr Newman was then welcomed to the Parish 
Council. The clerk further reported that ABC had sent a revised Declaration of Interest Form and had 
requested that members complete these. 
Andrew Buchanan as a member of the Junior Football Club Committee declared a personal and 
prejudicial interest in item 12b. 

3 Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10 March 2008 were approved and signed as correct: 
proposed Jackie Allen seconded Mike Whatman. 

4 Reports on matters arising from the minutes. 

a) Replacement waste bins for recreation ground. ABC was hoping to install these shortly. 

5 To consider and approve the co-option of an additional member to the parish council to fill the 
casual vacancy that arose from the resignation of Mr James Ashby.  

a) Proposal ñThat in view of the special and confidential nature of this business, it is advisable in the 
public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.ò 
[Standing Order 30.1 also note  SO 15 & 22.1] Carried and the public were requested to retire to 
the committee room during the ensuing debate. 

b) There followed a discussion regarding the applicants, followed by a voting procedure as laid 
down by the Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para 39. Mr Chris Clark was duly co-opted 
onto the parish council.  
The public were invited back to the meeting. Mr Clark signed his Acceptance of Office and 
Declaration to Abide by the Code of Conduct and was welcomed on to the parish council. 

6 Questions from Councillors. None had been received 

7 Planning applications: Highways Act 1980 ï section 19 Proposed diversion of public footpath AW156. 
following a brief discussion it was resolved to support the application. Proposed Ann Murray, 
seconded Mike Whatman. Carried. 

8 Finance:  

a) The following accounts for payment as presented by the clerk were approved for payment. 
Proposed Martin Newman, seconded Andrew Wickham 

Chq no     

58 Allianz Pavilion Insurance £180.19  

59 Jackie Grebby Salary less tax £603.98  

59 Jackie Grebby agreed expenses for month £10.00  

60 Inland Revenue Tax & NIC £194.27  

61 David Heasman Street cleaning £75.60  

62 Cyril Hoad Notice board cleaning £25.20  

63 Jenny Johns Rec cleaning £25.20  

64 Jackie Grebby petty cash adjustment £143.16  £1,257.60 

Village Hall    

500044 W McCarthy BBQ Trailer £690.00  

500045 Sue Exell Village Hall £100.80  

500046 Chubb Fire extinguishers contract £366.17  

500047 initial hygiene & mat £37.42  

500048 Parish Magazine Advertising £39.00  

500049 Viking brochure holder DL £13.95  
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500050 Mike Whatman Travelling Expenses: BBQ trailer £94.40 236 miles @ 40p per mile 

    £1,341.74 

Petty Cash    

 Heating  £50.00  

 postage  £12.74  

  travel   £48.00   

    £110.74 

9 Report from ABC Cllr Clair Bell: Mrs Bell gave an update on the Ashford LDF with regard to the rural 
housing requirements. The clerk said that a letter had been sent to the Inspector asking that Pluckley 
was added to the list of 13 villages listed in the Core Strategy Section 6: Tenterden and rural villages 

10 Report on the Brickworks Public Inquiry: The appellants had withdrawn on 12 February. It was 
unfortunate that a quantity of photographs had already been printed for the parish councilôs statement 
of proofs, together with several other items. The clerk presented a balance of funds held: 

Appeal costs   

postage £81.38  

Leaflet distribution £160.00  

printing leaflets £107.16  

Wood for posters £39.16  

staple gun £21.64  

photocopying £277.60  

demonstration £7.20  

printing photos £80.00  

travel £83.10  

day-glo paper for posters £59.00   

total costs  £916.24 

   

income £1,835.00  

Balance   £918.76 

She further asked members to note that the extra time incurred by her on preparing Appeal 
documentation had amounted to some 96 hours. 

Ann Murray proposed that the balance of funds should be held for two years to see if anything else 
occurred at the Brickworks that may need a fighting fund. If not then a payment should be made to 
the Clerk to the Council to cover her additional time. Seconded Mike Whatman, carried. 

11 Report on the 2008 Hog Fair, 5 July. Mike Whatman reported that this was well in hand. 

12 R&A Committee. The minutes of the R&A Committee were considered and  

a) Proposal: that an advisory committee for the new sports pavilion be set up and that the terms of 
reference be as agreed by the R&A Committee. Following some discussion, it was resolved to 
support the recommendations of the R&A Committee, proposed Ann Murray, seconded Mike 
Whatman. Carried 

b) Proposal: that the parish council approve the sub-lease between the Pluckley Cricket Club and 
the Junior Football Club as revised by the R&A Committee. Mr Buchanan, having declared an 
interest left the room during the ensuing discussion during which Mr Wickham took the chair. 
Following some discussion, it was resolved to support the recommendations of the R&A 
Committee. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Ann Murray. Carried. 
Mr Buchanan returned to the meeting and resumed the chair. 

13 Reports from representatives: 

a) Parish Plan: this was in publication mode and includes a short survey that will be laid before the 
steering group as soon as possible. It was hoped to distribute and collect the questionnaires 
during April. 

b) Wealden Wheels: a news letter had recently been distributed  

c) Sports Pavilion: there was some little work still to be carried out, but the railings for the disabled 
access had been installed. It appeared that the roof trusses had not met the required stressing 
levels, but this matter was being addressed. The fridge had failed. The £1,000 grant from KCC 
was sent direct to Pluckley Sports Association and a £1,000 donation had been received from 
Pluckley CC. 
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d) Pluckley Railway Station: a reply had been received from Network Rail, confirming that they óhad 
an aspiration to extend the platforms to accommodate 12-car length rolling stock, but could not 
confirm whether the project would proceed.  

14 Annual village clean-up: this was in hand, the clerk having contacted ABC as in previous years. A 
supply of hi-viz waistcoats, gloves, litter-pickers, and bags would be supplied. Large posters had been 
produced and Mr Whatman kindly agreed to put these up. The clerk would display others around the 
parish. It was understood that Mr Ashby might not be able to collect the litter bags, but Mr Wickham 
volunteered to do this with his trailer. The bags would be left at the village hall as usual for collection 
by ABC. 

15 Annual parish report, printing, and distribution. Members were reminded that items should be emailed 
to the clerk as soon as possible. 

16 Parking in the station area. The clerk reported that she had made contact with Kent Highways to put 
into place a dialogue regarding the parking issues at Pluckley Railway Station Area. Highways have 
been out to inspect the site, taking numbers of vehicles parked before commuters arrive (4-5am) and 
again at approximately 11am to find out how many vehicles belong to residents and how many belong 
to commuters. They are also hoping to discover how many commuters use Pluckley Station. 
It is proposed that a round-table meeting is held between officers of Kent Highways, ABC, and 
Pluckley PC plus a representative from SE Trains and Network Rail. She would also invite the police 
as they have been approached by a local business who has been unable to access their site due to 
the vehicles congesting the railway bridge. Currently a reply from SE Trains and Network Rail is 
awaited.  
The most favoured action from the police on the ground is to install double yellow lines. This 
suggestion is backed-up by ABC Highways, but only once additional parking can be found. The most 
favoured action from local residents is to close the station. 

17  It was understood that Mr Kirke, who owned the Southside yard was marketing it at £350,000 or for 
rent it at £25,000 pa and was not prepared to negotiate.  

Other sites were considered during a wide-ranging discussion, which noted that currently there was no 
disabled access to the óupô platform. It was agreed that, while the clerk would continue to press for 
meetings with Kent Highway, Network Rail and SE Trains, the Pluckley Station Action Group (PSAG) 
should be reformed to pressure such authorities as they thought could assist. This group would be 
requested to report back to the parish council. Proposed Martin Newman, seconded Andrew Wickham 
and accordingly resolved. 

18 The following items of correspondence were considered. 

a) Planning:  

i) 07/02252 Garden House Swan Lane. Extension to existing garage ABC permission refused. 
Noted 

ii) 07/00893 Thorne Manor. Installation of single additional Dering window to front elevation 
(study) Appeal against ABC refusal to grant permission. Noted 

b) Letter of resignation from Nick McAnally. Noted 

c) KCC Subsidised Local Bus Service. Noted. Ann Murray regretted that they would not consider 
her request for minor alterations. 

d) KCC Minerals Development Framework: withdrawal of submitted development plan documents. 
Noted  

 [Other items of correspondence for general interest were circulated during the meeting] 

19 Clerkôs report:   

a) Following the report of a tree down in Station Road near Malmains Road the clerk suggested that 
an emergency contact list could prove useful. This was in line with suggestions from ABC. It was 
agreed that an article could be included in the annual report.  

b) Boy racers in village usually Sunday evenings  

c) Village Hall Electricity: E-ON cheaper that EDF (Current provider) so agreed to change. Set up 
direct debit as also cheaper. 

d) Sucklifts/MTC site at Pivington has been increased to accommodate additional vehicles although 
application for change of use has not been made (ABC Notified). Also complaints were coming in  
re intrusive lights but as these are on buildings they are allowed.  

e) Planning Committee. With the resignation of Messrs Ashby, McAnally, and Mills, there were 
insufficient members on the Plans Committee. It was unanimously agreed that Martin Newman 
would fill one of these vacancies for the committeeôs meeting on 31 March. 
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f) Independent Auditor: with the cooption of Mr Newman there was a need for a new Independent 
Auditor. Several suggestions were given to the clerk who would make inquiries. 

20 Next PC Surgery: it was agreed that there would not be a surgery in March as this coincided with the 
annual village clean up, but all members would be available to talk to residents. 

21 Requests for items to be placed on the next agenda: none 

22 Date of next meeting: Full Council: Monday 14 April 2008, 8pm in Pluckley Village Hall.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:54pm 
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Pluckley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of Pluckley Parish Council held on 

Monday 14 April 2008, at 8pm, in Pluckley Village Hall 

Present: Andrew Buchanan (chairman) Jackie Allen, Ann Murray, Martin Newman, Mike Whatman, 
Andrew Wickham. Alan Davies 
Members of the public: Ian Mills, Cynthia Linzey, Peter Spiller. 
Clerk to the Council: Jackie Grebby 
[Items of correspondence received during the past month and not tabled for discussion were circulated 
during the meeting.] 

23 Apologies for absence: Apologies were accepted from Chris Clark who had been held up on business, 
and from Nick Packham who had been called away on urgent family business. Proposed Ann Murray, 
seconded Jackie Allen, carried. Apologies were received from ABC Cllr Clair Bell 

24 Declarations of interests on items on the agenda and update of membersô interests: Mrs Allen 
declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 7a: planning application 08/00458/AS as she was 
the applicant.  

25 Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10 March 2008 were approved and signed as correct: 
proposed Ann Murray, seconded Jackie Allen. 

26 Reports on matters arising from the minutes. 

a) Replacement waste bins for recreation ground. These had been installed 

27 To consider and approve the co-option of an additional member to the parish council to fill the 
casual vacancy that arose from the resignation of Mr Nicholas McAnally.  

a) Proposal ñThat in view of the special and confidential nature of this business, it is advisable in the 
public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.ò 
[Standing Order 30.1 also note  SO 15 & 22.1] Carried and the public were requested to retire to 
the committee room during the ensuing debate. 

b) There followed a brief discussion regarding the applicants, followed by a voting procedure as laid 
down by the Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para 39. Mr Alan Davies was duly co-opted 
onto the parish council.  
The public were invited back to the meeting. Mr Davies signed his Acceptance of Office and 
Declaration to Abide by the Code of Conduct and was welcomed on to the parish council. 

28 Questions from Councillors. None had been received 

29 Planning applications: 

a) 08/00458/AS Stanford Bridge Barn, Station Road. Relocation of new access and gates. Mrs 
Allen, having declared a prejudicial interest, left the room whilst this matter was debated. It was 
resolved to support the application: proposed Mr Whatman, seconded Mr Wickham, carried. Mrs 
Allen was recalled to the meeting. 

b) 08/00472/AS Hinton, The Grove. Renewal on outline planning permission for one dwelling. 
Following discussion it was proposed by Ann Murray, seconded by Mike Whatman, and resolved 
that the application be supported. 

c) TC/08/0051/AS Hinton, The Grove. Notification to carry out work to trees in conservation area. 
After some discussion, it was resolved to support the application. Proposed Andrew Wickham, 
seconded Ann Murray.  

30 Finance:  

a) The following accounts for payment as presented by the clerk were approved for payment. 
Proposed Ann Murray, seconded Mike Whatman 

Chq no     

BACS BT Clerk's telephone £88.69 Paid 2007/8 

66 Andrew Buchanan Chairman's allowance 2007/8 £100.00  

67 Staples Stationery £63.96 * 

68 Jackie Grebby Salary less tax £699.60  

68 Jackie Grebby agreed expenses for month £8.00  

69 Inland Revenue Tax & NIC £221.52  

70 David Heasman Street cleaning £77.88  

71 Cyril Hoad Notice board cleaning £25.96  

72 Jenny Johns Rec cleaning £25.96  
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 Allianz Cornhill PC Insurance   

73 Kent County playing Fields Subscription £10.00  

74 KALC subscription £356.67  

74 KALC Loc Council Review £13.50  

75 All Seasons Garden Care Rec ground £37.00  

65 Jackie Grebby Petty Cash adjustment £130.00 Paid 2007/8 

  total £1,858.74  

Village Hall    

BACS BT Hall telephone £37.49 Paid 2007/8 

51 Mrs Moran Hall deposit refund £20.00 Paid 2007/8 

52 EDF Electricity £355.47 

53 Sue Exell Village Hall £103.84  

54 All Seasons Hall grounds £84.00  

55 Rural Kent Subscription £35.00  

56 Southern Water Waste water £51.11  

57 KCC Supplies cleaning equip £36.19  

58 Initial   £37.42 £760.52 

Pavilion     

76 Hatch Engineering railings £740.25  

77 City Electrical shower and toilet alarms £409.53  

   £1,149.78 £978.54 

Petty Cash Balance   

 Postage to end of year £12.00 Paid 2007/8 

 travel to end of year £37.50  

 Office Heating 5 weeks £50.00  

   £99.50  

* Includes replacement of clerk's photo paper used for Brickworks pictures 

 

b) Independent Audit: The clerk reported that she had requested Mr Ray Reese for carry out an 
independent audit of the parish council procedures. Mr Reese had discovered no anomalies, and 
had been please to complete the councilôs risk assessment together with the relevant section of 
the annual audit. Mr Buchanan proposed and Mr Wickham seconded that the clerkôs actions be 
approved. 

c)  The clerk distributes copies of the annual accounts to all members present. These will be tabled 
at the next meeting for discussion and approval. 

31 Report from ABC Cllr Clair Bell: As Mrs Bell was unable to attend there was no report. 

32 Report on the 2008 Hog Fair, 5 July. Mike Whatman reported that this was well in hand, six major 
prizes had been donated, the next meeting had been set for 30 April. 

33 Plans Committee: the minutes of the meeting held on 31 March were noted. The appeal against the 
refusal of planning permission at Daniels Farm was discussed and members who were attending 
would be holding an informal meeting prior to the inquiry. 
It was noted that the comments made by the parish council for application 08/00372 Station Garage 
and Brickworks had not been displayed on the UK Planning website. The clerk was requested to raise 
this issue with ABC planning. 

34 Village Hall Committee. The minutes of the committee were noted and the requested therein 
considered. The clerk was requested to look for replacement square tables. Members requested that 
the container is moved as soon as possible to its new site. The subject of a 100-club was briefly 
discussed and a decision would be made pending further information regarding the licence held by the 
council 

35 Sports Pavilion Committee: this had not yet met. 

36 Reports from representatives: 

a) Parish Plan: the steering group would be meeting on 17 April. Ann Murray was seeking 
volunteers to distribute and collect. 

b) Wealden Wheels: satisfactory progress continued. 
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c) Pluckley Railway Station Action Group: it was hoped this would be reformed at the Annual Parish 
Meeting on 16 May.  

37 Annual parish report, printing, and distribution. The clerk expected to have the final document ready 
by the coming weekend. 

38 The following items of correspondence were considered. 

a) Planning:  

i) App/E2205/A/08/2066813/NWF. Appeal by Carrington 21C against refusal of permission to 
build 7 x 2-bedroom dwellings on Station Garage. Noted. 

ii) Station Footbridge The clerk had received a reply from SE Trains, who were passing the 
councilôs comments on to their planners. ABC approval given. 

b) The quotation from KCC Landscape Services for gang mowing the recreation ground at £27.04 
per cut was approved. Proposed Alan Davies, seconded Ann Murray. 

c) Annual Subscription to Kent County Playing Field Association £10. Approved  

d) Request from Macmillan Cancer Support for donation. After a brief discussion it was resolved not 
to make a donation, but to pass the information on to the parish magazine in case they wished to 
include the dates of their events. 

e) Parish Council Insurance: this was due for renewal on 1 June 2008. The new premium was 
£1,495.62, an increase of £646.90 on last year, although this now included the sports pavilion. 
The clerk was requested to see if she could find a better price, although she asked members to 
note that only a limited number of companies were able to provide parish council insurance. 

 [Other items of correspondence for general interest were circulated during the meeting] 

39 Clerkôs report:   

a) One of the kettles at the hall required replacing. The clerk was instructed to purchase one at her 
earliest convenience. 

b) Members of the housing committee had met informally with ABC, ERHA, and Rural Kent for an 
update on the progress of local needs housing in Pluckley. Following the parish councilôs 
comments that if the ABC owned land at Thorne Estate was to be used then a more suitable 
access should be made, members were given to understand that Kent Highways had no problem 
with the current access. It was understood that no decision had been made as to the eventual 
site of local needs housing and that considerable feasibility studies would have to be carried out 
before the project went any further and a public meeting was held. It was agreed that the parish 
council could report the current situation to the community in their annual report, which was 
shortly to be published. 

c) ABC Housing was attending a tenanted property in the parish, whose garden was currently 
overgrown. 

d) Annual Clean-up. This had been another successful event. All non-parish council helpers had 
received letters thanking them for their help. The materials from ABC had been collected. 

e) Fly-tipping in Rushbrook Road had been reported to ABC, who had visited. 

f) The annual vat return had been sent off, as had the street cleansing grant. 

g) Highways: complaints from residents in Egerton Road, of unpleasant run-off from the highway 
had been investigated ï this was the result of recent gully cleaning. Further complaints about 
offensive smells in Station Road near Chambers Green Road had been reported to ABC 
Environment 

40 Next PC Surgery: it was agreed that the next surgery would be held on Saturday 26 April. As this 
coincided with the antiques fair it would be held in the sports pavilion. Andrew Buchanan and Jackie 
Allen would attend with the clerk. 

41 Requests for items to be placed on the next agenda: none. It was noted that the next meeting would 
be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 

42 Date of next meeting: Annual Meeting of the Council: Monday 12 May 2008, 8pm in Pluckley Village 
Hall.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:37pm 
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Pluckley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Pluckley Parish Council held on 

Monday 12 May 2008, at 8pm, in Pluckley Village Hall 

Present: Andrew Buchanan (chairman) Jackie Allen, Chris Clark, Alan Davies, Ann Murray, Martin 
Newman, Mike Whatman, Andrew Wickham.  
Members of the public: Ian Mills, David Brown  
Taking minutes: Sue Whatman  

1 Apologies for absence: Apologies were accepted from the clerk, Jackie Grebby, who was in hospital 
and therefore unable to attend 

2 Declarations of interests on items on the agenda and update of membersô interests: Jackie Allen 
declared a non-prejudicial interest in item 16b; the applicant is a member of her rotary club. Chris 
Clark declared a non-prejudicial interest in item 16e; his family bought their house from the applicants. 

3 Election of Chairman: Ann Murray proposed and Jackie Allen seconded that Andrew Buchanan be re-
elected chairman for the ensuing year. Carried unanimously.  

4 Chairmanôs declaration of acceptance of office. In the absence of the clerk and the relevant 
documents it was resolved that the chairman should sign his acceptance of office as soon as 
practicable.  

5 Election of vice-chairman. Ann Murray proposed and Jackie Allen seconded that Alan Davies be 
elected vice-chairman for the ensuing year. Carried unanimously. 

6 Appointment of committees: 

a) Plans Committee (5 members): Jackie Allen, Chris Clark, Alan Davies, Ann Murray, Martin 
Newman 

b) Audit & Finance Committee (3 members): Andrew Buchanan, Martin Newman, Mike Whatman 

c) Recreation & Amenities Committee (5 members): Andrew Buchanan, Chris Clark, Alan Davies, 
Ann Murray, Mike Whatman 

d) Housing Committee (4 members): Jackie Allen, Ann Murray, Mike Whatman, Andrew Wickham 

e) Pluckley Sports Pavilion Advisory Committee (I member): Mike Whatman. (also Andrew 
Buchanan representing Pluckley Junior FC, and Alan Davies representing Pluckley Sports 
Association) 

f) Village Hall Advisory Committee (3 members): Andrew Buchanan, Ann Murray, Mike Whatman.  

7 Appointment of representatives to outside bodies. 

a) Joint Parishes Transport Project: Wealden Wheels (1): Alan Davies 

b) Pluckley Sports Association (1): Alan Davies 

c) Pluckley Station Action Group: Andrew Buchanan, Chris Clark, Andrew Wickham 

d) KAPC (2): Chris Clark, Ann Murray,  

e) Police Parish Forum (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator): Jackie Grebby 

f) ABC Parish Forum (1 plus Clerk to the Council): Jackie Allen, Jackie Grebby 

8 Payment of annual subscriptions & donations under óFree Resourceô powers (S137) 

a) Egerton-with-Pluckley Parish Magazine: Donations of paper, ink, photocopying: Agreed. 
Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Alan Davies 

b) St Nicolas grass-cutting: £300. Agreed 

c) Kent County Playing Fields Association: £10 budgeted Agreed. Proposed Mike Whatman, 
seconded Alan Davies 

d) Wealden Wheels: £1,000 budgeted Agreed. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Jackie Allen 

e) FWAG: £30 budgeted. Agreed. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Alan Davies 

f) BTCV (£200) £100 budgeted Agreed that the parish council make a donation of £100 when 
requested. Proposed Mike Whatman seconded Alan Davies. 

9 Confirmation of the retention of deeds and trusts held by the clerk or council solicitors. This was held 
over until the clerk was able to give a report 

10 Review and adoption of Standing Orders as agreed. Held over until the clerk returns 

11 Review and adoption of Financial Regulations as agreed. Held over until the clerk returns 

12 Review of membersô Declaration of interests and receipt of any updated forms. Held over until the 
clerk returns. 
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End of Annual Parish Council Meeting 

 

13 Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 14 April 2008 were approved. It was agreed that the chairman 
should sign and date at the next available full council meeting. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded 
Jackie Allen 

14 Report on matters arising from the minutes. 

a) Village Hall tables, kettle and container: Mike Whatman gave a verbal report. Village Hall tables: 
There was an issue regarding the legs of the tables. These were unsafe and were consequently 
tightened. It was suggested that maybe the tables needed to be replaced. The clerk and Mike 
Whatman had researched prices for new tables and a full report would be placed before the 
council following discussion with the village hall committee on 16 June. 
Kettle: There was an issue regarding plugging in the kettle which caused an overload. It would 
appear that it is something to do with the element. The clerk would be purchasing a replacement 
as soon as practicable. 
Container: It was initially agreed to screen the container as much as possible. This has not been 
fulfilled. As new people have moved into the house next door to the village hall and cut down the 
laurels, the container is visible and unsightly. Consequently it is now proposed to move the 
container. To turn it around 180 degrees, freeing up the lawn and putting it down the side of the 
village hall pass the stage emergency exit and to put close board fencing across the front 
entrance. It has been suggested that it can be moved with a tractor. 

 b) Annual Report: Held over until the clerk returns 

 c) Parish Plan: Held over until the clerk returns 

 d) Local needs housing: Held over until the clerk returns 

15 Questions from Councillors. None had been received 

16 Planning applications: 

a) 08/00598 Mill House, Egerton Road. New pitched roof to existing flat roof extension including 
recessed dormers; erection of 3-bay cart barn garage to replace existing. It was resolved to 
support the application. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Jackie Allen 

b) 08/00610 & 08/00611 Garden House, Swan Lane. Erection of extension and re-roofing of 
garage/store. It was proposed by Ann Murray, seconded by Mike Whatman, that the parish 
council make no comment. 

c) 08/00636 Little Farm, Smarden Road. Conversion of part of existing roof space to form new 
bedroom and store: construction of external balcony with spiral stair down, new dormer and 
additional roof windows. It was resolved to support the application and to comment that member 
query why there are three bathrooms with only two bedrooms ï Is this a mistake? Proposed Ann 
Murray, seconded Mike Whatman 

d) 08/00640 Munday Cottage, Munday Bois Road. Two storey 3-bedroom annex extension. It was 
proposed Alan Davies, seconded Mike Whatman that the parish council make no comment.  

e) 08/00659 Shaw House, Station Road. Replacement single storey garage. It was resolved that 
the application supported. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Ann Murray 

17 Finance:  

a) Accounts for payment as presented by the clerk: In the absence of the clerk these were not 
available. It was agreed that payments should be made as soon as practicable.  

b) Adoption of council risk assessment proposals: held over until the clerk returns 

c) Parish Council Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2008 as distributed at the previous 
meeting. It was unanimously resolved that the accounts be adopted, and that the chairman and 
clerk should append their signatures in the relevant places. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded 
Andrew Wickham. 

18 The minutes of the following committees were considered and adopt recommendations set out therein 
were agreed: 

a) Plans Committee. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Alan Davies 

b) Recreation & Amenities Committee. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Alan Davies 

c) Sports Pavilion Committee. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded by Alan Davies 

19 Written reports from representatives 

a) Wealden Wheels. Alan Davies verbally reported that Wealden Wheels, which covers five 
villages, was going extremely well and was getting 1,000 passengers per quarter. They were still 
waiting for their donation of £1,000 from Pluckley Parish Council. Within the next year they are 
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planning to replace their four year old smaller vehicle with a larger one to cater for increased 
demand. 

b) Pluckley Station Action Group: Andrew Buchanan verbally reported that the action group would 
be re-launched at the Annual Parish Assembly on Friday 16 May 2008. He was aware of a letter 
from a Smarden resident confirming that CT Rail was re-writing the time table for the local train 
stops to bring them all into line. This he understood to have been circulated to all the local village 
clerks, including local MP. The new train speeds will slash travelling times down to 45/50 minutes 
to London, subject to going to Ashford  station first but at an extra cost of another £1,000 to him 
personally for the year. It will be good providing that he doesnôt have to wait 45 minutes for a 
connecting train. 

c) Pluckley Sports Day, 26 May 2008: Andrew Buchanan verbally reported that the sports day was 
still going ahead subject to hiring a bouncy castle and getting more helpers. The posters and 
banner have been put up and the beer has been ordered for the refreshment tent. The new 
sports pavilion will be used during the event with the use of the Parish Councils insurance policy. 
There is a meeting at Andrew Buchananôs house on Wednesday 14 May 2008, all are welcome. 

d) Pluckley Hog Fair 2008 Mike Whatman verbally reported that he had been successful in getting 
Vic Reeves and Nancy Sorrell to open the Hog Fair and confirmed that their names can be used 
in all advertising. Prizes have been received from various organisations. The latest one was from 
National Heritage for Dover Castleôs Medieval Action Day. A family day ticket had been received 
together with literature and free paper crowns to hand out at the balloon tent. More helpers will 
be required on the day.  
The hog roast unit went out to Headcorn scouts who had a successful day. They were so 
pleased with the unit that they have said that they will come along to Pluckley Hog Fair 
themselves to support it. They have kindly offered their candy floss machine, together with about 
twenty volunteers for the Hog Fair. 

20 Arrangements for the Annual Parish Assembly to be held on Friday 16 May 2008: Martin Newman will 
purchase the refreshments for the evening and Ann Murray will provide the tea and coffee. 

21 Motion from Jackie Allen: that the statement by Mr Wojtulewski that a WML, for recycling a variety of 
waste on the brickworks site was issued in 2007, is referred to the EA. Also to check with ABC if the 
land is really being promoted as a development site within the Tenterden and Rural Sites 
Development Plan Document currently under preparation as stated. Proposed by Jackie Allen, 
seconded Andrew Wickham that Mrs Allen should write to Lucy Holloway and Richard Alderton at 
ABC and Andrew Odgen and Kate Mason at the EA to formally point out the parish councilôs 
concerns, and to include a copy of the letter from Chris Wojtulewski. Mrs Allen will circulate the letter 
prior to sending it to obtain other councillorsô approval. 

22 Proposal from Andrew Buchanan, seconded by Mike Whatman that a 12 x 6 marquee be purchased 
for village events. It was agreed to try to purchase a marquee at a reasonable price. A limit of £1,000 
was set. Andrew Wickham will make enquires with his brother who runs a marquee hiring business to 
see if has any second hand ones for sale. Also Andrew Buchanan and Mike Whatman will research 
prices as well. 

23 The following items of correspondence were considered. 

a) Planning: the following decisions were noted: 

i) 08/00405/AS Lambden Cottage. Proposed bay window. ABC permission granted 

ii) 08/00406/AS Lambden Cottage. Demolition of modern inglenook and stack and replacement 
with a traditional bay window. ABC permission granted. 

iii) 08/00472/AS Hinton, The Grove. Outline planning for one dwelling. ABC permission granted 

iv) Appeal APP/E2205/E/08/2064858 (07/00893/AS), Thorne Manor, Smarden Road. Installation 
of single Dering window to the front elevation ï Appeal Dismissed 

v) Footpath AW142 Pluckley. Diversion order ï Approval by KCC 

vi) Daniels Farm public inquiry. Postponement until 19 August 2008 

b) Local needs housing: Held over until the next meeting 

24 Recent actions taken on behalf of the council by the clerk and to receive a report from the clerk 
regarding other items needing attention, including: 

a) Freedom of information requests: Jackie Grebby had mentioned to Andrew Buchanan that she 
had had a freedom of information request about local needs housing. Mike Whatman is going to 
compile a letter to explain that the clerk is in hospital. [this has been dealt with by the clerk ï a 
reply having been sent together with an invoice for the requested documents. No reply has been 
received from the applicant] 

b) 100-club: It was agreed to go ahead with the 100 -club, noting that less prizes, more money. 
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25 Next PC Surgery: it was agreed that the next surgery would be held on Saturday 31 May, 9:30 to 
10:30am, in Pluckley Village Hall: Ann Murray and Andrew Wickham will attend with the clerk. 

26 Requests for items to be placed on the next agenda:  

a) Skip for garden rubbish  

b) Fire hydrants,  

c) Footpath on Forge Hill,  

d) Waste Management License,  

e) Planning enforcement,  

f) Criteria for planning and Heritage sign 

27 Date of next meeting: Monday 9 June 2008, 8pm in Pluckley Village Hall.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at approx 9:40pm 
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Pluckley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of Pluckley Parish Council held on 

Tuesday 27  May 2008, at 8pm, in Pluckley Village Hall 

Present: Andrew Buchanan (chairman) Jackie Allen, Alan Davies, Ann Murray, Martin Newman, Mike 
Whatman. Clerk to the Council: Jackie Grebby 

1 Apologies for absence: Apologies were accepted from Andrew Wickham who had a prior engagement 
and Chris Clerk who had been delayed by work. Proposed Andrew Buchanan, seconded Alan Davies. 

2 Declarations of interests on items on the agenda and update of membersô interests: The clerk 
reminded Mr Buchanan than his updated Register of Interests was still outstanding. 

3 Chairmanôs Declaration of Acceptance of Office held over from the previous meeting was duly signed 
by Mr Buchanan and countersigned by the Parish Clerk. 

4 Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Monday 12 May 2008 were approved. Proposed Alan Davies, 
seconded Jackie Allen. The chairman then signed both those and the minutes of 14 April held over 
from the previous meeting. 

5 Questions from Councillors. None had been received 

6 Finance:  

a) The clerk presented the current accounts for payment, which were approved. Proposed Martin 
Newman, seconded Ann Murray. 

b) The council risk assessments, having been previously circulated, were adopted unchanged. 
Proposed Alan Davies, seconded Martin Newman. 

c) As resolved at the meeting of 12 May, the chairman and clerk appended their signatures in the 
relevant places of the parish accounts for the year 2007/8. 

7 The following item of correspondence was considered. 

a) Local needs housing: A request had been received from Ashford Borough Council for the 
housing officer to attend the June meeting to discuss their proposals to take the Local Needs 
Housing project further. It was agreed that this should be passed to the Housing Committee in 
the first instance, when ABC could give details for the rejection of the other sites suggested by 
the parish council, some of which members had considered to be more suitable that the two 
(Westfields and Thorne Estate) selected by ABC. 

8 Clerkôs report: 

a) Since the April meeting, Sanctuary Housing had telephoned apologising for not consulting with 
the parish council over a house óswapô on Westfields. It was agreed that, as there would have 
been little that the parish council could have done under these circumstances, the apology was 
accepted. 

b) Excess garden waste: some residents were finding it difficult to dispose of their garden waste. It 
was agreed that the clerk would make some telephone calls to see if there was any possibility of 
getting either a cheap or donated skip, perhaps for one day per month during the summer. 

c) Following a vehicle fire on Forge Hill, it appeared that some of the village fire hydrants did not 
work. The clerk was currently corresponding with various emergency services to ensure that an 
up-to-date register could be kept. 

d) A letter had been sent to Rushbrook Farm thanking them for continuing to allow the parish 
council to have a large poster in their field off Charing Road. 

e) Three portaloos had been ordered from Fours Jays for the Hog Fair on 5 July. £45 each plus £36 
delivery and collection. This was the best price locally. They would be delivered on 4 July and 
collected on 7 July. 

f) Freedom of information requests: The clerk had received two FOI requests over the past month. 
Both had been entered in the log. One had been answered easily via email, the other had 
required a more in depth search, resulting in an invoice being forwarded to the applicant and 
payment was awaited before the documentation was sent. Both had been answered within the 
specified time.  

9 Next PC Surgery: it was noted that this had been agreed, at the meeting of 12 May, that the next 
surgery would be held on Saturday 31 May, 9:30 to 10:30am, in Pluckley Village Hall: Ann Murray and 
Andrew Wickham will attend with the clerk. 

10 Date of next meeting: This had been agreed for Monday 9 June 2008, 8pm in Pluckley Village Hall.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at approx 8:55pm
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Pluckley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of Pluckley Parish Council held on 

Monday 9 June 2008, at 8pm, in Pluckley Village Hall 

Present: Andrew Buchanan (chairman) Jackie Allen, Chris Clark, Alan Davies, Ann Murray, Mike 
Whatman, Andrew Wickham. 
Clerk to the Council: Jackie Grebby 
Member of the public: Ian Mills 

1 Apologies for absence: Apologies were accepted from Martin Newman who was away. Proposed Mike 
Whatman, seconded Chris Clark. Cllr Bell had also tendered her apologies 

2 Declarations of interests on items on the agenda and update of membersô interests: There were none. 

3 Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 27 May 2008 were approved. Proposed Mike Whatman, 
seconded Jackie Allen. 

4 Reports on matters arising from the minutes:  

a) Marquee: some research had been carried out, others were being looked at, and a decision 
regarding purchase would be made at the R&A Committee on 23 June. 

5 Questions from Councillors. None had been received 

6 The following planning application was considered: 

1 08/00775/AS & 08/00776/AS Mundy Bois House, Mundy Bois Road, Egerton. Conversion of 
stables to games room and gym. After some discussion it was resolved to support the application 
on the condition that it was retained for ancillary domestic use only. Proposed Alan Davies, 
seconded Jackie Allen 

7 Finance:  

The clerk presented the current accounts for payment, which following a query from Ann Murray over 
the purchase of advertising banners for the Hog Fair, were approved. Proposed Alan Davies, 
seconded Jackie Allen. 
Chq no Accounts for payment June    

90 Jackie Grebby Salary less tax £873.20  

90 Jackie Grebby agreed expenses for month £10.00 £883.20 

91 Inland Revenue Clerk's Tax & PC NI £292.70 £141.71* 

92 David Heasman Street cleaning £77.88  

93 Cyril Hoad Notice board cleaning £25.96  

94 Jenny Johns Rec cleaning £25.96  

95 Viking Direct Stationery £64.21  

96 All Seasons Garden Care Rec:3 visits £111.00  

97 BTCV Donation: Pond & Tree Wardens £100.00  

  total £1,580.91  

Village Hall    

5064 Mrs A Choen Deposit refund £20.00  

5066 Sue Exell Village Hall £103.84  

5067 Initial Mat and fem hygiene £37.42  

5068 All Seasons Garden Care garden: 3 visits £126.00  

5065 Sign Services Ltd 20 x signs £136.30 ** 

  total £423.56  

cash     

 travel  £45.00  

 postage  £7.11  

  Needasign Hog Fair Banners £102.23 ** 

  total £154.34  

     

Receipts ABC Recycling Credits £2,769.78  

 ABC Street Cleansing grant £925.00  

 Inland Revenue Discount for online submission £150.99 * 

 

8 Report from ABC Cllr Clair Bell. None had been received  

9 Report on 2008 Hog Fair. Mike Whatman reported that everything was coming together. The official 
opening was at 12 noon. There were now just the finer points to be arranged.  

10 Reports from representatives. 
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a) Parish Plan: Ann Murray reported that of was coming along. All distributors were being urged to 
collect remaining questionnaires. 

b) Wealden Wheels: Alan Davies reported that, after suffering a relative drop in income level after 
the particularly poor winter and spring, bookings have picking up satisfactorily during May and 
early June. They now have 2 office based part time volunteers helping, one from Smarden who 
handles office administration; and one from Egerton who looks after volunteer drivers and 
matches their availability and interests to the trips. WW has been invited to provide a óbest 
practiceô presentation and to lead a óRural Transport workshopô at a Rural Conference organised 
by Ashford Borough council and led by Cllr Paul Cloakie on 23 June at Woodchurch Rare Breeds 
Centre. This is their third invitation this year to give a óhow we did it/how you could do itô talk and 
they are happy to share experiences this way, not least because many of past (and possible 
future) funders attend such events! 

c) Sports Pavilion: Alan Davies reported that they were making very good progress on the 
outstanding issues necessary to achieve final sign off from ABC Building Regulations 
Department. A problem with the original manufacturerôs roof truss design has been identified, 
resolved with the support of the manufacturer and has now been approved by ABC. The 
installation of final elements of the disabled toilet/shower is now in hand and they await ABCôs 
visit to confirm that these are exactly positioned (no tolerance here). A slow water leak into the 
cess pit has been identified (with the aid of a ófootball dadôsô fibre optic camera) to come from an 
underground joint which has moved. A repair party (including Andrew, Mike and Alan) is 
intending to dig up a section of pipe and correct this early on Saturday 14 June. They are aware 
of no further issues which could delay ABCôs sign off and the release of the Pavilion for use by 
the general public. 

d) PSAG: Andrew Buchanan reported that the committee had had their first meeting. They 
discussed if the stakeholder group with SE Rail will have input or decision making; the timetable; 
and parking issues at the station. The next meeting is on 1 July. It was noted that parking 
charges at Headcorn had risen by 30% and the number of spaces there vary. It was also 
believed that Charing station may soon be charging for parking. 

11 To consider a skip for garden rubbish. The clerk reported that ABC were able to help with this. If the 
parish council was to provide one on a regular basis for residents then an application for a waste 
transfer licence would have to be made. There was no budget for this. It was agreed that Jackie Allen 
and Ann Murray would contact a beneficiary within the parish to discuss other matters relating to 
garden waste. 

12 Community Emergency Plan. The clerk presented a request from ABC for parish to produce such a 
plan. It was proposed by Alan Davies that this was unnecessary as most residents were aware of 
neighbours who were able to help in an emergency. This was agreed.  
On the subject of Fire Hydrants, it was agreed, however, that the clerk would continue to enquire into 
the time scale of hydrant maintenance and members would report back to the next meeting with 
positions of hydrants within the parish. 

13 Highway issues: the problems of heavy vehicles travelling through the parish was discussed at length. 
The natural ópinch pointô at the top of Forge Hill caused vehicles to drive onto the footway endangering 
pedestrians. It was noted that as part of the schoolôs planning permission a óSafer Routes to Schoolô 
project had to be supplied. The parish council supported this. The clerk was requested to write to Kent 
Highways alerting them once again to the dangers of Forge Hill. She would also write to the school 
governors requesting their support 

14 Waste Management License. It was noted that there was no current licences at the brickworks. 

15 Parish Planning enforcement. The clerk was requested to discover what planning enforcement issues 
were outstanding. She would contact Cllr Bell for her assistance with this matter. 

16 Criteria for planning a heritage sign. This was the village name plate previously placed at the 
entrances to the parish, and which included the Invicta horse. New, plainer, signs had been placed at 
the points within the parish considered to be the óbuilt-upô confines. The older ones had been 
destroyed, but Kent Highways had said, some months ago,  they were prepared to produce one 
replacement older type sign, at a cost of £1,000 if the parish was able to display it on a site away form 
the highway. It was agreed to hold this over until the next meeting 

17 The following items of correspondence were considered. 

a) Planning: 

i) 08/00610/AS Garden House, Swan Lane. Erection of extension and re-roofing of 
garage/store. ABC permission granted 



1139 

Pluckley Parish Council minutes 9 June 2008 

ii) 08/00611/AS Garden House, Swan Lane. Erection of extension and re-roofing of 
garage/store. Listed building consent granted 

iii) 08/00636/AS Little Farm, Smarden Road. Conversion of roof space to form new bedroom and 
store; construction of external balcony with spiral stair, new dormer, and roof windows. ABC 
permission granted. 

iv) 08/00659/AS Shaw House, Station Road. Replacement single storey garage. ABC permission 
granted. 

b) ABC changes to allocation scheme for housing: this was noted 

c) Request from Vitalise for donation. It was agreed not to make a donation. 

d) Rural planning policy issues meeting Monday 23 June. Jackie Allen and Ann Murray would 
attend. 

e) Other items of correspondence of general interest were circulated during the meeting 

18 Clerkôs report: 

a) A request had been received form the school to hold a fete on the recreation ground on Friday 13 
June. Following an email poll of membersô opinions, a booking form had been sent. 

b) Residents attending the May PC surgery reported the hedge bordering the footway on Forge 
Hill/Smarden Road was overgrown. Benacre Wood was also overgrowing into the highway in 
Jobbs Lane. The clerk has subsequently reported these to highways. 

19 Parish Council Surgery to be held on Saturday 28 June, 9:30 to 10:30am, in Pluckley Village Hall. 
Jackie Allen and Alan Davies would attend. 

20 Items to be placed on the next agenda. There were none. 

21 Date of next meeting: Monday 11 August, 8pm, in Pluckley Village Hall.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:32pm 
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Pluckley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of Pluckley Parish Council held on 

Monday 14 July 2008, at 8pm, in Pluckley Village Hall 

Present: Andrew Buchanan (chairman) Jackie Allen, Chris Clark, Alan Davies, Ann Murray, Martin 
Newman, Mike Whatman, Andrew Wickham. 
Clerk to the Council: Jackie Grebby 
Member of the public: Nicholas Holmes, Marjorie Stupple, Terry Stupple 

1 Apologies for absence: All members were present. Cllr Bell had tendered her apologies 

2 Declarations of interests on items on the agenda and update of membersô interests: There were none. 

3 Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 9 June 2008 were approved. Proposed Mike Whatman, 
seconded Ann Murray. 

4 Reports on matters arising from the minutes:  

a) Garden Waste: the clerk reported that parish councils were unable to provide a regular skip for 
garden waste themselves, unless previously budgeted and hired from a waste contractor, as a 
waste transfer licence was required. Ann Murray offered to contact a contractor in early autumn. 
It was noted that the offer of funding towards a particular site was limited to £200 in total. 

b) Fire hydrants: Ann Murray was conducting a survey of their situation within the parish. The clerk 
would supply a map. These would be made available to all members if requested. 

c) Highways issues: the clerk reported that she had received no reply from either Kent Highways or 
the school, which was disappointing. She would chase up Highways. 

d) Planning enforcement issues: a reply had been received from ABC listing the properties with 
current enforcement notices. These would not be minuted due to data protection requirements. 

5 Co-option of an additional member to the parish council to fill the casual vacancy that arose from the 
resignation of Mr Nicholas Packham. Mike Whatman proposed, and Jackie Allen seconded, that this 
matter be dealt with at the August meeting. Carried 

6 Questions from Councillors. None had been received 

7 The following planning application was considered: 

08/01073/AS Munday Cottage. Two storey annex extension ï revised scheme to previously withdrawn 
08/00640/AS. After some discussion it was unanimously agreed that the drawings submitted were of 
an insufficient quality for members to be able to make an informed decision, therefore it was resolved 
to object to the application on these grounds. Proposed Andrew Buchanan, seconded Mike Whatman, 
carried. 

08/01066/AS Hinton, The Grove. Application for approval of reserved matters against outline 
application 08/00472/AS. After a brief discussion it was resolved to support the application. Proposed 
Mike Whatman, seconded Chris Clark. 

8 The motion by Ann Murray:  ñthat this council formally reject the request from Ashford Borough 
Council and the English Rural Housing Association that óPluckley Parish Council support the proposal 
that land at the Thorne Estate should be considered as suitable for Local Needs Housingôò was 
considered and it was unanimously resolved that the be carried. Seconded Mike Whatman. 

9 Ashford Borough Council LDF: Tenterden & Rural Sites Issues & Options Report. The letter from ABC 
regarding the proposal that Pluckley be included in tier 3 of the submitted Core Strategy was 
discussed. It was noted that there was a requirement for a workshop to be held. Due to the need for 
the results of the parish plan questionnaire to be collated prior to this, it was agreed that the workshop 
should be held in September at a date to be mutually agreed with ABC. Ann Murray explained that 
there would have to be a ópre-meetingô of as many residents and businesses within the parish as 
possible so that a good selection of representatives could be invited to the workshop (this was limited 
to 20 to 30 persons) 

10 Finance:  

The clerk presented the current accounts for payment, which following a request from Alan Davies to 
hold payment to Southern Water for waste water removal from the sports pavilion on the grounds that 
the building was not connected to the parish drainage system, were approved. Proposed Ann Murray, 
seconded Mike Whatman. The clerk asked members to note that she had received a statement from 
EDF for electricity supplied to the pavilion. It had been sent to her personally and not the parish 
council, not the pavilion. She had written to EDF asking them to rectify this. 
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Chq no Accounts for payment July 2007   

99 BT Clerk's telephone £75.15  

100 Jackie Grebby Petty Cash adjustment £808.68 * 

101 Jackie Grebby Salary less tax & NIC £699.40  

101 Jackie Grebby agreed expenses for month £8.00 £707.40 

102 Inland Revenue Tax & NIC £221.72  

103 David Heasman Street cleaning £77.88  

104 Cyril Hoad Notice board cleaning £25.96  

105 Jenny Johns Rec cleaning £25.96  

106 Bison Paper Poster paper £143.76  

106 Bison Paper Photos Peter Dean (HF) £23.50 £167.26 

107 EDF Pavilion electricity £94.78  

108 Allianz BBQ & hog roasting equip insurance £50.47  

109 Allseasons Garden Care Recreation ground £74.00 ** 

110 ABC Pavilion licence £70.00  

111 Southern Water Pavilion water  £114.92   

  total £2,399.26  

 Village Hall    

5069 Gary Boodle burgers & sausages £210.00 sports 

5070 Shepherd Neame sports day beer £114.44  

5071 BT Telephone £41.28  

5072 Jackie Grebby Gala Tents £623.83  

5073 Sign Services Signs £86.95 HF 

5074 Kent Balloons Balloons £192.70 HF 

5075 Kent Balloons gas deposit £50.00 HF 

5076 Kent PA Hire 2-way radios £30.00 HF 

5077 Kent PA Hire radio deposit nil (refunded) 

5078 Ken Ballard 4 x pigs £461.94 HF 

5079 Gary Boodle burgers & sausages £200.00 hf 

5080 Sue Exell Village Hall £103.84  

5081 Initial Fem H & Mat £37.42  

5082 Filmers Bakery 1250 white rolls £262.50 HF 

5083 Four Jays group Toilets £200.93 HF 

109 All seasons garden care  £84.00 ** 

5084 Lucy Sharp deposit refund £20.00   

  total £2,719.83  

 Cash    

CA14 Kent Messenger Ad for Hog Fair £289.96  

CA15 Wealden Advertiser Ad for Hog Fair £77.40  

CA16 Sainsbury's, etc Sports Day, Hog Fair & Annual Mtg £374.00  

 copier toner Ebay £31.00  

 Your Ashford Ad for Hog Fair £48.00  

 postage  £37.63  

 travel  £59.60  

  binding accounts   £15.00   

  * included in total £932.59  

11 Report from ABC Cllr Clair Bell. None had been received  

12 Report on 2008 Hog Fair. Mike Whatman thanked everyone for their help with the event. What had 
come out of it was that more volunteers were needed; more people had attended from surrounding 
areas. The one thing that didnôt work well was the roadside area ï this would have to be addressed for 
next year. The recreation ground was tidied by 1:50pm on Sunday when the cricket match was due to 
start. Full accounts would be presented at the August meeting, but in excess of £4,500 had been 
raised. 
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13 Minutes of the Plans Committee held on 23 June 2008: these were noted and approved. Proposed 
Mike Whatman, seconded Jackie Allen. 

14 Minutes of the Village Hall Committee held on 16 June 2008: were noted and approved. Proposed 
Mike Whatman, seconded Ann Murray. The container had been moved and local residents had 
approved of the new site between the hall and Fairhaven. 

15 Minutes of the Recreation & Amenities Committee held on 23 June 2008: were noted and approved 
Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Ann Murray 

16 Pavilion Committee: there had been no meeting 

17 To consider such reports from representatives and to agree further actions as required  

a) Parish Plan: approximately 50% of the questionnaires had been returned. Richard Grebby was 
currently inputting them and would be paid at the budgeted rate. 

b) Wealden Wheels: there was nothing to report 

c) PSAG: there was nothing to report 

18 Older-style parish name plate: there was nothing to report. 

19 The following items of correspondence were considered and noted: 

a) Planning: 

i) 08/00640/AS Munday Cottage, 2-storey 3-bedroom annexe extension. Withdrawn at 
applicantôs request. 

ii) TC/08/00084 3 Stations Cottages, Station Approach ï remove multi-stemmed conifer to 
ground level. ABC no objection 

iii) APP/E2205/A/07/2058953 Eggscentricity Ranch ï appeal against refusal to allow a new 
agricultural dwelling ï Dismissed. 

iv) 07/01558/AS Stanford Bridge Farm. Agricultural plant and machinery shed (retrospective) 
ABC permission refused. 

v) 08/00774/AS Mundy Bois House. Alterations & extension of existing double garage to create 
storage/garage and first floor bedroom with bathroom. ABC permission granted. 

vi) 08/00367/AS Frith Wood. Siting of tool and timber storage container. ABC permission refused 

b) Ashford Rural Trust:  AGM minutes 

c) ABC Parish Forum meeting 23 July. The clerk and Jackie Allen would attend 

 [Other items of correspondence of general interest were circulated during the meeting] 

20 Clerkôs report: 

a) Stage carpet: this is becoming worn and is a trip hazard. The clerk would contact Pluckley Panto. 

b) Grassed area at junction of The Grove with Station Approach. A resident had asked who owned 
this small piece of land. The clerk was unable to supply any information. The resident wished to 
fence it off and plant shrubs. Members, who knew the site said it was wet and boggy. It was 
agreed that it could not be fenced. It was part of the conservation area. 

c) Theft of shrubs. Local residents reported that shrubs planted on the outside of Westfields were 
being stolen. A suggestion of a fence had been proposed. It was suggested that, in the first 
instance, a notice reminding passers by that the area was a private garden may alleviate this 
problem. 

d) Community payback. They were still visiting the parish and currently working on tidying up the 
outer Westfields area. Unfortunately the last team had been over enthusiastic and shrubs had 
been removed. It was agreed that Ann Murray and Mike Whatman would visit the complainants 
at the earliest opportunity. 

21 Parish Council Surgery, Saturday 26 July, 9:30 to 10:30am, in Pluckley Village Hall. Ann Murray and 
Chris Clark would attend. 

22 Requests for items to be placed on the next agenda: Halloween 2008. 

23 Date of next meeting: Monday 11 August 2008, 8pm, in Pluckley Village Hall.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:20pm 
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Pluckley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of Pluckley Parish Council held on 

Monday 11 August 2008, at 8pm, in Pluckley Village Hall 

Present: Andrew Buchanan (chairman) Jackie Allen, Chris Clark, Alan Davies, Mike Whatman. 
Clerk to the Council: Jackie Grebby 
Member of the public: Alan Symonds 

1 Apologies for absence: Apologies were accepted from Ann Murray, Martin Newman, and Andrew 
Wickham, all of whom were on holiday. Cllr Bell had also tendered her apologies 

2 Declarations of interests on items on the agenda and update of membersô interests: There were none. 

3 Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 14 July 2008 were approved. Proposed Alan Davies, 
seconded Jackie Allen. 

4 Reports on matters arising from the minutes:  

a) Ashford Borough Council LDF: Tenterden & Rural Sites Issues & Options Report: the clerk 
reported that a maximum of 30 persons would be allowed to attend the workshop, which would 
be on Monday 15 September from 2pm. Prior to this Ann Murray was organising a parish 
meeting on Thursday 4 September at 7:30pm. Both would be in the village hall 

b) Fire hydrants: The clerk reported that information from SE Water was that there were two kinds 
of fire hydrants: those óownedô by the Fire Services and óWash-outs,ô which belonged to the water 
board. SE Water repaired both kinds and were advised by the fire service when one failed. It was 
understood there was one person employed by the fire service to tour the area testing the 
hydrants. 

c) Westfields: Ann Murray and Mike Whatman had met with the complainants. There was nothing 
that the parish council could do as they had no powers. The clerk would contact ABC to clarify 
the ownership and responsibility of the outer borders of the properties backing onto Smarden 
Road and Egerton Road. 

5 Co-option of an additional member to the parish council to fill the casual vacancy that arose from the 
resignation of Mr Nicholas Packham. Mike Whatman proposed, and Jackie Allen seconded, that this 
matter be dealt with at the September meeting. Carried 

6 Questions from Councillors. None had been received 

7 Planning applications:  None had been received  

8 Finance:  

a) Accounts for payment: It was proposed by Andrew Buchanan, seconded by Alan Davies that the 
following accounts should be paid. 

Chq 
no 

Accounts for payment Aug 2007  

112 Richard Grebby Parish plan data input £350.00 

113 Jackie Grebby Salary less tax & NIC £699.60 

113 Jackie Grebby agreed expenses for month £8.00 

114 Inland Revenue Tax & NIC £221.52 

115 David Heasman Street cleaning £97.35 

116 Cyril Hoad Notice board cleaning £32.45 

117 Jenny Johns Rec cleaning £55.17 

118 Chrysalis Computer Solutions PC Repair £88.13 

119 South East Water Water rates/usage: Rec £13.60 

120 All Seasons Garden Care Rec £74.00 

121 Staples Stationery £78.31 

122 South East Water Pavilion £31.54 

  Total   £1,399.67 

    

 Hall   

85 Sue Exell Village Hall £103.84 

86 Mrs Parrott (aka Wood) Deposit refund £20.00 

87 EON Electricity £175.99 

88 South East Water Water rates/usage £44.77 

89 All Seasons Garden Care  £84.00 
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90 Shepherd Neame Hog Fair keg beer £531.29 

91 Petty Cash     

  total   £959.89 

 Petty Cash   

CA48 postage  £12.42 

CA49 travel  £40.00 

 

b) Amendments to the annual accounts as requested by the Audit Commission. Proposed Alan 
Davies, seconded Mike Whatman. The chairman and clerk duly signed the amendments 

c) Sports Day Accounts. The clerk presented such accounts for the Sports Day (7 June 2008) as 
received by the parish council. These showed a deficit of £609.33. The chairman believed that 
there was further income not yet passed to the council and he would check this as soon as 
possible so that the figures could be reviewed at the next meeting. The clerk asked members to 
note that, unless a specific motion is passed by members in future, such ad hoc events should 
not be financed by the council. 

d) Hog Fair Accounts. The clerk presented such accounts for the Hog Fair (5 July 2008) as received 
by the parish council. These showed a profit of £5,083. 02p. 

e)  

i) Change of signatories for the parish council bank accounts  It was resolved that the Co-
operative Bank should continue as the Pluckley Parish Council bankers and that they should 
be authorised to continue to accept instructions in accordance with the signing authority. 
Owing to the resignations of Messrs Ashby, McAnally, and Mills these persons are no longer 
approved signatories. Messrs Clark, Davies, and Newman shall forthwith be added as 
signatories on all Pluckley Parish Council accounts currently with the Co-operative Bank and 
shall be included as óAdditional Names Individuals.ô The Clerk to the Council would now be 
one of the Key Account Parties. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Alan Davies. Carried 
unanimously. 

ii) Parish council debit cards for current and village hall accounts. It was resolved that the clerk 
should apply for debit cards for the existing Co-operative Bank accounts and that these would 
be used with the approval of the parish council to make such purchases as required when it 
was not possible to make payments by cheque.. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Alan 
Davies. Carried unanimously. 

9 Report from ABC Cllr Clair Bell. None had been received  

10 Minutes of the Plans Committee held on 28 July 2008: these were approved Proposed Jackie Allen, 
seconded Andrew Buchanan 

11 Minutes of the Pavilion Committee held since the previous full council meeting. There had been no 
meeting. 

12 Request from Pluckley Cricket Club that a storage container is sited on the recreation ground. After 
some discussion it was agreed that the parish council understood that planning permission would be 
required, and that if granted, permission would then have to be given by the parish council to permit 
such a container. Members agreed that, although the cricket club required storage, a container could 
be sited elsewhere, out of sight of the recreation ground as this was within the conservation area, 
unless a temporary site hut could be placed on the existing old pavilion base. It was suggested that 
the cricket club should, in the first instance, open a dialogue with the clubôs president to see if he was 
able to offer an alternative, temporary, site. Mike Whatman offered to attend such a meeting with the 
cricket club, on the understanding he was unable to make any agreement on behalf of the parish 
council. 

13 Hog Fair prize of a weekôs self catering holiday in Spain, not collected by winner. Mike Whatman 
would contact the donor following which it was suggested that a letter should be sent to the winner 
requiring a decision within 7 days or the prize would be withdrawn. 

14 To consider such reports from representatives and to agree further actions as required 

a) ABC Parish Forum: motion from Jackie Allen, seconded by Alan Davies that ñthis council formally 
request that Ashford Borough Council increase the number of Planning Enforcement Officers 
employed since, although Tony Jarvis is an excellent head of department, he is only working two 
days a week: his only other officer being frequently on sick leave through stress and it is hard for 
this council to see how planning breaches in an expanding area the size of Ashford can be 
adequately controlled.ò  Carried unanimously. 
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b) Parish Plan: the clerk reported that there had been a 57% response. Ann Murray was organising 
a community meeting on 4 September at 7:30pm. 

c) Wealden Wheels. Alan Davies reported that, while the revenue was down a little, five more 
village had professed an interest in joining the group. 

d) PSAG. Andrew Buchanan reported that there had not been a meeting recently. It was noted that 
parking on the grassed area at the junction of The Grove with Station Approach had been 
temporarily resolved by the placing of logs on that area. The clerk reported that the police had 
requested double white lines over the railway bridge on Station Road. If allowed this would give 
them traffic enforcement powers. 

15 Older-style parish name plate. In the absence of Ann Murray this was held over until a later date. 

16 Parish water supplies. The clerk reported that following routine water work, there had again been 
three leaks on the highway. It was understood that this was due to the pipes under that stretch of 
highway being of asbestos concrete that would need to be replaced at some stage. 

17 Improvements to the Skateboard/BMX arena on the recreation ground. The clerk, having met with 
some youths on the recreation ground had received instruction on the requirements of the 
BMX/Skateboard arena. It was also noted that some of the parish plan replies had requested more 
activities for younger people. It was agreed that the clerk should contact Century Street & Leisure for 
an estimate of costs and to see what funding was available. It was further agreed that input from local 
youth was needed and it was proposed that an informal get-together could be held in early autumn. 

18 To consider the Speed restriction review. It was suggested that Ann Murray might be interested. 

19 The following items of correspondence were considered and noted: 

a) Planning: 

i) 08/00372/AS Station Garage & land to SE of brickworks: demolition of existing garage and 
erection of 7 x 2-bedroom dwellings and light industrial unit and yard. ABC permission 
refused. 

ii) APP/E2205/F/08/2063323 & 2063327: Thorne Manor, Smarden Road. Appeal withdrawn and 
requirements of enforcements notice completed. 

b) Email & letter from KALC: provision of Gypsy sites: noted 

c) KCC Annual Plan. Members were requested to pass this on as soon as possible 

[Other items of correspondence of general interest were circulated during the meeting] 

20 Clerkôs report: 

a) More broken glass had been found around the childrenôs play area. Mrs Johns had kindly cleared 
it up. Following this, the clerk had made a suggestion to members via email that Mrs Johns 
should be paid an extra ½ hour per week, especially during the summer months to cover 
additional clearing up. 

b) Following a report of an attempted break in at the new pavilion, another report that one of the 
slats on the Gardening Society Seat had been removed. Missings had been requested to repair 
the seat, the pavilion problem had been passed to Alan Davies. 

c) Community Payback: they were coming back to continue clearing up around Westfields. They 
would be warned not to cut down any trees. 

d) Refuse bins on recreation ground. Owing to ABC staff cut-backs, these could only be emptied 
once a week. 

e) Tiles off village hall roof ï Mike Whatman offered to repair 

f) Tennis Courts: No 1 court requires new posts and net. The tennis club would be able to make a 
donation towards the cost. It was agreed that the clerk would put this in hand. 

21 Parish Council Surgery, Saturday 23 August, 9:30 to 10:30am, in Pluckley Village Hall. Alan Davies 
would attend. 

22 Requests for items to be placed on the next agenda: Halloween 2008; Youth Club 

23 Date of next meeting: Monday 8 September 2008, 8pm, in Pluckley Village Hall.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:37pm 
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Pluckley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of Pluckley Parish Council held on 

Monday 98 September 2008, at 8:05pm, in Pluckley Village Hall Kitchen (owing to a power 

cut) 

Present: Andrew Buchanan (chairman) Jackie Allen, Chris Clark, Alan Davies, Ann Murray, Martin 
Newman, Mike Whatman, Andrew Wickham. 
Clerk to the Council: Jackie Grebby 
Cllr Clair Bell, Ashford Borough Council 
Member of the public: Ian Mills 

1 Apologies for absence: All members were present 

2 Declarations of interests on items on the agenda and update of membersô interests: There were none. 

3 Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11 August 2008 were approved. Proposed Jackie Allen, 
seconded Ann Murray. 

4 Reports on matters arising from the minutes:  

a) Storage container for cricket club: there was nothing to report 

b) Skateboard/BMX arena and other youth activities: the clerk reported that notices had been 
posted around the parish and flyers left with Messrs Carrôs Coaches and the village post office 
inviting the village young to contact her with suggestions of what they wished to have in the 
village for recreational purposes. She had also met with Century Street and Leisure who had 
submitted an estimate and suggestions for improvements to the skateboard arena. It was agreed 
that funding for this, and any other youth-based project may not be difficult to source, but Ann 
Murray requested that in spite of the possibility of obtaining funding this year, the project should 
be shelved until the next financial year when the work could be properly budgeted within parish 
council finances. Agreed. 

c) LDF Workshop: 15 September. It was noted that ABC had written that those 
people/organisations invited to the workshop ñshould not own or have a vested interest in 
promoting any land within or adjoining nor be closely related to anyone who does.ò And that 
Pluckley ñis broadly represented to enable us [ABC] to attach as much planning weight to the 
outcomes of the workshops as possible.ò [A copy of the letter is attached to these minutes] 

5 To consider and approve the co-option of an additional member to the parish council to fill the 
casual vacancy that arose from the resignation of Mr Nicholas Packham.  

a) Proposal ñThat in view of the special and confidential nature of this business, it is advisable in the 
public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.ò 
[Standing Order 30.1 also note  SO 15 & 22.1] Carried and the public were requested to retire to 
the committee room during the ensuing debate. 

b) There followed a brief discussion regarding the applicants, followed by a voting procedure as laid 
down by the Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para 39. Mr David Hocking was duly co-
opted onto the parish council.  
The public were invited back to the meeting. 

6 Questions from Councillors. None had been received 

7 Planning applications:   
08/01380/AS Thorne Cottage, Smarden Road. Single storey rear extension Following a discussion it 
was resolved to support the application on the grounds that there would be no visible detriment to the 
building. Proposed Mike Whatman, seconded Ann Murray. Carried. 

8 Halloween: it was noted that a public meeting was being held on Tuesday 9 September at 8pm in the 
village hall. A report/minutes would be presented initially to the R&A Committee at their meeting on 
Monday 22 September. 

9 Request from Surrenden (Pluckley) Tennis Club to replace the tennis posts, sockets, and net in the 
Orchard (No 1) Court and to reset one of the sockets on the Roadside (No 2) Court. The tennis club 
would make a substantial donation towards the cost of the work and asked that the work could be put 
into place before the onset of winter. Members voiced concerns that the school, when using the No 1 
court for netball often neglected to replace the nets. This had contributed to their deterioration. A 
quotation had been received from Trevor May, which the tennis clubs believed to be favourable. Alan 
Davies proposed and Ann Murray seconded, that the work should be put in hand at the earliest 
opportunity, with second-hand posts and nets if available. Carried. 
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10 Motion by Ann Murray, seconded by Jackie Allen ñthat income from village hall fund-raising should be 
earmarked for either a new village hall or for a village hall extension.ò Following a brief discussion the 
motion was carried. 

11 RoSPA report. The clerk voiced concerns at the reliability of this yearôs report as the first item reported 
that ñLitter bins (3) Paintwork in poor conditionò as the inspection apparently took place on 17 July and 
all three litter bins were replaced prior to the parish council meeting in April. It was resolved not to pay 
the presented invoice for £91.65 until members were satisfied that the play areas had indeed been 
inspected. Ann Murray would carry out an inspection and compare the current report with that of the 
previous year and report to the R&A Committee, who would decide what action, if any should be 
taken. 

12 Motion from Ann Murray, seconded by Jackie Allen ñthat the remaining tiles on the childrenôs play area 
are repaired.ò Miss Murray explained that was a supplier able to provide a substance that would fill in 
the cracks in the tiles. This could be done either by a local builder of by the supplier. It was resolved 
that Miss Murray would provide an estimate of the cost involved to the Finance and Audit Committee 
before it meets in October to consider the budget for 2009/10. 

13 Finance:  

a) Accounts for payment: It was proposed by Andrew Buchanan, seconded by Alan Davies that the 
following accounts should be paid. 

Chq no   Amount 

123 EDF Pavilion Electricity £60.77 

124 Jackie Grebby Salary less tax & NIC £933.20 

124 Jackie Grebby agreed expenses for month £10.00 

125 Inland Revenue Tax & NIC £232.70 

126 David Heasman Street cleaning £77.88 

127 Cyril Hoad Notice board cleaning £25.96 

128 Jenny Johns Rec cleaning £38.94 

129 Playsafety Ltd RoSPA inspection £91.65 

130 Missing Seat repair £63.45 

131 staples stationery £60.70 

132 All seasons Garden care Recreation ground £148.00 

   £1,743.25 

Village Hall   

50092 Sue Exell Village Hall £103.84 

50093 Initial  £37.42 

50094 All Seasons Garden Care  £84.00 

50095 Ames Electrical Inspection £358.38 

50096 AON Cornhill Insurance £1,070.15 

50097 Southern Water waste water 59.82 

   £1,713.61 

Petty Cash   

CA50 postage  £6.48 

CA51 travel  £39.46 

b) Sports Day Accounts. Andrew Buchanan regretted he had not had an opportunity to discuss the 
finances with other members of the Junior Football Club Committee. He would endeavour to do 
so before the next meeting. Members confirmed that in future no unbudgeted payments would be 
made, except in the case of an emergency.  

c) Internal audit. The clerk alerted members to the need for the half yearly internal audit. It was 
agreed that Martin Newman would liaise with the clerk as the earliest opportunity. 

14 Report from ABC Cllr Clair Bell. Mrs Bell congratulated those members who attend the recent public 
inquiry on the Daniels Farm application, which had resulted in the decision of Ashford Borough 
Council being upheld. She further reported that the borough council was seeking economic ways of 
managing their budget in the light of decreasing receipts.  

15 Minutes of the Village Hall Committee held on 26 August 2008: these were approved. Mike Whatman 
would continue liaise with the clerk to source a replacement payphone.  

16 Minutes of the Pavilion Committee held since the previous full council meeting. There had been no 
meeting. Members were reminded that the Terms of Reference for that committee meant that there 
must be a minimum of four meetings per annum.  
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17 To consider such reports from representatives and to agree further actions as required 

a) Parish Plan: Members noted the costs so far for the project were £730.60, leaving a balance of 
£1,709.40. There was a meeting on Thursday 11 September in the village hall that would discuss 
the results of the questionnaire together with the results of the community workshop held on 4 
September. Alan Davies was thanked for chairing that meeting and for producing various reports 
and data. 

[Martin Newman said that in his opinion initial indications from the Parish Plan raw data showed 
a lack of support for future development within Pluckley and asked if a request might be sent to 
ABC to withdraw the parishôs inclusion in the LDF. Mr Newman further requested that his 
opinions were minuted and this was agreed] 

b) Wealden Wheels. There was nothing to report 

c) PSAG. There was nothing to report 

18 Pluckley website. The clerk was hoping to contact all village clubs to ask if the current information was 
still correct. She regretted that time had prevented her from contacting existing advertisers and asked 
if any member was prepared to take this on as this did provide some income.  

19 The following items of correspondence were considered and noted: 

a) Planning: 

i) 08/0173/AS Munday Cottage. Two-storey annex extension. ABC planning permission 
granted. 

ii) APP/E2205/A/07/2051095/NWF Daniels Farm, The Pinnock. Appeal dismissed 

b) BT óAdopt a Kioskô noted. It was regretted that there were no traditional red telephone kiosks in 
the parish. 

c) AC Rural Kent Community Halls Conference, 18 October, 9:30 to 2pm, Benenden. Ann Murray 
and Mike Whatman would attend 

d) Eastern & Coastal Kent NHS public meeting and workshop Tuesday 16 September, 6:30pm to 
9:30pm, Julie Rose Stadium. Ann Murray would attend 

e) Premises Licence: Sports Pavilion. It was regretted that the licence had been removed from he 
pavilion. The clerk would supply another laminated copy, which would be affixed more securely. 

f) ABC Provision of Older Peoplesô Accommodation. It was agreed that the clerk would display 
information on the notice boards. A copy was provided for Mr Mills. 

g) KCC Ashford Local Board Meeting Wed 17 September, 6:30pm, Tower School Enterprise 
Centre.  Noted 

h) KALC Finance Information Day, Saturday 18 October, Headcorn. Noted 

i) Kent Highways: Interactive sign, Charing Road. Members were in favour of the proposal. The 
clerk would contact Kent Highways and set up a meeting to which Ann Murray and another 
member of the council would attend. 

j) Charing Parish Council. Archbishopôs Palace. Invitation for 18 September to public meeting. 
Noted 

[Other items of correspondence of general interest were circulated during the meeting] 

20 Clerkôs report: 

a) Debit cards had now  been received although confirmation on the change of signatories had not. 

b) 2-way radios. It had been noted that Lidl was selling good quality 2-way radios for £19.99 per 
pair. The clerk suggested that the purchase of 3 sets would be a saving on the hire of same. Ann 
Murray requested that no such purchase should be made until these items might be required at a 
future event. This was noted. 

21 Parish Council Surgery, Saturday 23 August, 9:30 to 10:30am, in Pluckley Village Hall. Andrew 
Buchanan and Jackie Allen would attend. 

22 Requests for items to be placed on the next agenda: Christmas 

23 Date of next meeting: Monday 6 October 2008, 8pm, in Pluckley Village Hall.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10pm
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